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OCCUPY OUR POST OFFICE
The Postal Service has announced the closure of over 3,000 rural post offices across the country. 
All of the 21 post offices being considered for closure in Oregon are in rural and small towns.
In the spirit of our rural values of community, productivity, independence, and self-reliance, we will protect our post offices!

WE OCCUPY OUR POST OFFICE:

· In solidarity with 21 rural Oregon towns facing the closure of their Post Offices NOW

· To show support for this small-town institution and for the people who keep it strong
· In solidarity with the larger OCCUPY movement, by and for the 99%!
What happens when a Post Office closes?  The economies of rural towns depend on their post office. Where will small and locally owned small businesses do their mailing?  Where will farmers and ranchers mail their samples for testing?  How will the sick and elderly with no door-to-door delivery get prescription medications?
 “Rural Post Offices serve a greater purpose than receiving and sending mail; they are the heart and soul of the community.”
To support Occupy Our Post Office, contact Jessica at the Rural Organizing Project: jessica@rop.org
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Some fun (and not-so-fun) facts that everybody should know about the Postal Service:

· 21 rural post offices in Oregon are scheduled for closure.  Thanks to a 5-month moratorium on closures announced on December 13th, we have until May 15 to fight to keep these open.
· All of Oregon’s scheduled Post Office closures are in rural communities.  At a time of economic crisis, the sting of travel costs is insurmountable for many.  The Postal Service is also the second largest employer in the country, providing thousands of scarce living wage jobs!
· Contrary to popular belief, the Postal Service is entirely self-sufficient, and does not receive any tax dollars.
· In 2006, Congress passed a bill that requires the Postal Service to prefund worker and retiree benefits for 75 years.  This means the Postal Service is socking away money for workers who have not even been born yet!!  This is a crazy requirement that no private agency is required to abide by, and is the major reason the Postal Service is in such deep water financially.

· Because of this prefunding requirement, called the Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act, the Postal Service has excessively funded Retirement by over $50 billion dollars!  Without this requirement, they would easily be financially stable.
· FedEx and other private shippers often rely on the Postal Service. They take your packages part of the way, then pass them onto Postal Service, which has the infrastructure to reach out-of-the-way places.  As a public service, they prioritize getting the job done over turning a profit.
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