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Resource sheet for community organizations
The project: 
Common Security Clubs: Community Resiliency 
Goals of the project:
 

· Learning Together: Through popular education tools, videos and shared readings, participants increase their understanding of the larger economic forces on our lives. What is our vision for a healthy sustainable economy?

 

· Mutual Aid – Local Action: Through stories, examples, web-based resources, a workbook and mutual support, participants reflect on what makes them secure. What can we do together to increase our economic security at the local level?

 

· Social Action: Many of our challenges won’t be solved through personal or local mutual aid efforts. They require us to work together to press for larger state, national and even global changes. Coming together, what can we do to reclaim our economy from the casino capitalists?

Brief synopsis of the CSC vision
 
A Common Security Club is a place to come together to grapple with the resiliency of our community in a rapidly changing world. Learn about the root causes of our economic and ecological challenges.; explore ways to increase our personal/economic security through mutual aid and shared action; build on what we have together—and strengthen the institutions that we all depend on; make friends, find inspiration, have fun and strengthen community; and be part of a statewide network of ROP’s Democratic Economy that are connected to religious, civic, labor and small-business organizations, working to transform the economy so that it works for everyone.

 

Fuller description of why the project is timely, the vision for social change and how you all organize yourselves  
 
Common Security Clubs are groups of 7-15 people who come together to learn, support each other, and take action around the economic crisis. They can be organized in churches, unions, neighborhood groups, book groups, small businesses, etc. We find they are most effective in groups where people know each other prior to forming a CSC. The groups follow a 6-session curriculum (available through our website), which serves to educate, provide resources, and suggest actions that Clubs can take together.

 

Implicit in the model is the idea that we are not going back to a growth-based economy. The CSC model takes a subtle approach to presenting this view, honoring the difficulty of the realization. We weave facts about the unsustainability of our economic model, and the harm it is doing to the environment, in with tools of mutual aid and community building. The CSCs function as a support group, a consciousness-raising model, and a vehicle for social action.

 

What kind of group would this project be good for?  Are there necessary skills that you should have in order to do this project?

We hope to reach potential facilitators who have some experience leading small groups, in virtually any setting. We also aim to spread the model throughout diverse denominations, community organizing groups, small businesses and labor organizations.


What would you recommend as a first event or initial steps for a local community to take in order to replicate this project in their community? 

Get your friends or group together and look at the resources and the curriculum on the CSC and ROP websites, and then contact us to let us know you want to start a group. We can provide coaching, support, and connections to other CSCs.

Contacts and Resources: 

In Oregon there are a number of groups moving and supporting Common Security Clubs: 
· MacLeay Grange (Silverton): http://sites.google.com/site/macleaygrange/
· Rural Organizing Project: www.rop.org, 503.543.8417
· Economic Justice Action Group of the First Unitarian Church (Portland):  www.ejag.org
· Nationally, this project was created by:   The Institute for Policy Studies in Boston, MA.: www.ips-dc.org/
· Common Security Club: http://www.commonsecurityclub.org 

