The Spirit of Giving: Community Leader Award

This holiday season we have a special gift to bring to our community – appreciation for our common good resources, and for the common-sense sharing of resources that allows us to maintain a basic standard of living, education, and security … it’s called taxes!  

So let’s take a day in December to appreciate these public sector workers and leaders.  Choose a community leader or group of people who work for the common good, and give them a “spirit of giving” award from your Human Dignity Group.  Bring them cookies at lunchtime, or recognize them with chocolates and a card signed by your group members.  

This year, it is important that human dignity leaders bring the perspective that YES the public sector is important, and YES we should continue to fund education, health care, and public safety by passing ballot measures 66 & 67 on January 26th.

Steps to get there:

1. Get together. Meet up with your local group or pull together a smattering of justice-minded friends.

2. Decide who in your community deserves to be recognized for their work on behalf of the commons.  

a. Who has been doing exceptionally good work lately?  Who has been facing unneeded stress or criticism at their job?  Think about police officers, teachers, social workers, and parks managers.  

b. Many public workers have been under fire from the right-wing as the bottom falls out of the private sector.  It is important to highlight that the majority of public sector work is necessary and good for the community.  

3. Call ahead and schedule a time to present to the person or institution that will be receiving the award and/or Christmas gift.  Especially if you will be getting press attention, make sure that they will be available at the time you’ll visit, and that they’re open to receiving the recognition!

4. Draft a brief press announcement letting your local papers, TV, and radio stations know about your day of recognition.  Come up with a catchy name, and include the time and place of the event.  Be sure to include that your interest in celebrating public servants is tied to your support of measures 66 & 67, and that you want to take the holiday season to highlight the benefits of a fair tax structure that provides for the common good! (ROP will help with this!)

5. Decide what to give. Bake cookies or prepare a symbolic award to give away.  Be sure to include a letter of appreciation and explanation signed by your group members!

6. Give the award. Get as many folks as possible from your group at the presentation of the award. Call to make sure the newspaper is coming! Take pictures! 

Contact ROP for samples to use or to brainstorm.  We’ll always be ready to plan and problem solve right along with you. Kari@rop.org or 503.543.8417

