No Soy El Army: Bilingual Justice Tour





Dates: Aug 25-30 & Sept 26- Oct 1
No Soy El Army Bilingual Justice Tour is coming to our town!

Come together to share how the wars on immigrants, youth, the poor and abroad 

are affecting our town and your family.

You are invited to co-sponsor and participate in our community’s stop on the ‘No Soy El Army' Justice Tour to, open a dialogue between the traditional peace community and Spanish-speaking and Latino communities about war, peace, racism and opportunity in our own towns. 
As the wars abroad continue and the attacks on the immigrant community increase in brutality and viciousness, this tour is an opportunity to connect these wars in our communities with the wars abroad,  and interweave them with the reality of the economic crisis and bring a new perspective on peace to your communities. Peace is not a single issue; war, militarism and economic injustice affect all of us in a variety of ways. 
The tour will be an opportunity to build bridges, re-energize and have a dialogue about the future of peace & justice in our towns and the true wars at hand in Oregon. 
No Soy El Army  will present bilingual (English/Spanish) military veterans and community leaders from across the US speaking about their personal experiences and facilitating a dialogue about the experiences of those in the room, then offering concrete information about the military and alternatives for youth.

Tour presenters include: 

· Jesus Palafox - Jesus is a student and an organizer with the Youth and Militarism project and Truth in Recruiting program with AFSC in Illinois.
· Maricela Guzman - Maricela served in the US Navy. She now works for the Women of Color Action Center in the LA area. Her focus is working with women to expose the truth of military service and its effects on young women.
· Pablo Paredes- Founder of Bay Peace: Better Alternatives for Youth also creating the Bay Peace Youth Manifesto; a document created by youth about truth in recruiting. Also a member of NOMMY, Youth & Militarism Task Force and is the first conscientious objector to the current occupancy.  
· Sergio España - Sergio is a young activist from Baltimore who was one of the founders of the Civilian Solider Alliance. Civilian Soldier Alliance is an organization of civilians working with veterans and active-duty service-members to build a GI resistance movement towards a just foreign policy.
*   Note: Not all speakers will be at each stop, usually 2 presenters will be at each stop.  *

Tour Goals:
· Actively engage the Spanish-speaking Latino community in conversations on war, peace and economic justice.

· Open dialogue between traditionally white peace communities and Latino and immigrant communities about war, peace, the military and targeted recruitment of poor youth and youth of color.
· Explore how the peace community can better support the struggles against domestic militarism that many Latino community members face in their daily lives. 

· Educate young people about alternatives to military enlistment. 
· Challenge the traditional peace movement to include immigrant perspectives and Latino leadership.
The Tour is organized by the Rural Organizing Project, American Friends Service Committee & PCUN.
