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Secure Communities??

What is Secure Communities?  Secure Communities is a program of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) that came to Oregon starting in 2010.  It requires local law enforcement officials check the fingerprints of an individual they are booking into a jail against Department of Homeland Security (DHS) immigration databases, rather than just against FBI criminal databases.   ICE is automatically notified if the fingerprints match fingerprints in the DHS system, even if the person has not been convicted of any criminal act.
What is problematic about the “Secure Communities” program?
1. It destroys local families by deporting valuable members of our communities
Although ICE has told local police departments that the program focuses on “high threat” criminal immigrants, ICE’s data shows that most people impacted by Secure Communities have committed relatively minor offenses or have no criminal record: 

· More than a quarter (28 percent) of the people transferred to ICE custody through the program since its inception have been non-criminals. 

· The vast majority (79 percent) of the people deported due to Secure Communities are either non-criminals or were picked up for lower level offenses, including driving without a license, other traffic offenses, trespassing, vandalism, shoplifting, or petty juvenile mischief. 

2. It makes the public less safe by eroding trust between local law enforcement and immigrant communities. 
When people in immigrant communities fear that contact with local law enforcement officials can lead to detention or deportation, community members are less likely to report crimes or cooperate as witnesses. All of us are less safe when police cannot do their job as well because they are perceived to be immigration agents. 

3. It denies immigrants their right to due process.

Secure Communities targets individuals at arrest, not conviction - thereby upending a fundamental feature of our criminal justice system: innocent until proven guilty.

4. It opens the door even wider to racial profiling. 
There is a concern that some police working in areas where Secure Communities is in their local jails may make arrests based on race or ethnicity, or pretextual arrests of people they believe to be in violation of immigration laws, knowing that the individuals’ fingerprints will be run through immigration databases even if they were wrongfully arrested and are never convicted.

5. It wastes scarce public resources that should be used to make our communities safer. 
The Secure Communities program imposes significant costs and demands on local law enforcement agencies, which must bear the financial and administrative burdens of delays in booking and processing arrestees, increased communications with ICE, and processing and enforcing immigration hold.

6. It leads to the creation of more sophisticated tools for monitoring and tracking people.

In the post-9/11 world we should all be skeptical about programs that channel funds towards developing surveillance systems.

What is the Rural Organizing Project?   ROP exists to strengthen the skills, resources, and vision of progressive, grassroots groups in rural and small town Oregon, with the goal of keeping such groups a vibrant source for a just democracy.  To get involved in local efforts to address Secure Communities in rural Oregon or for more information about ROP contact field organizer Amanda Aguilar Shank at amanda@rop.org, 503-543-8417 or visit the ROP website: www.rop.org.
