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ROP Talking Points for August Town Halls

Stop Wall Street’s raids on our local economy. 

Stop ICE’s raids on our immigrant neighbors. 

We want a fair economy, just immigration reform & the funding for human needs.
Tips for success 

· Be visible: sit in the front & wear stickers or matching shirts.

· Use this as a chance to share information about who your HDG is, who ROP is, what we all work on and why we are important. I’m ___ with _(group)_, we are a part of a statewide group, the Rural Organizing Project. We organize in our local communities to advance a just democracy and human dignity. Currently our main effort is ___(the short message)__. My question is: ____

· This is a leadership development and volunteer opportunity for your HDG. Let a new person be the ‘face’ of the organization to ask the question, call all the new contacts that you’ve made this year and have a casual get together afterward to talk about how it went. 

Just, Democratic & Fair Economy

Our economy is not in recovery, we still have double digit unemployment, which is even higher in rural areas and communities of color. It is a time to make decisions based on our priorities as communities. Congressman/Senator, we need to direct our resources towards human needs in our communities, not towards wars abroad, not towards ICE raids and detentions of immigrant community members. 

How is it accurate or fair to say that there is no money for economic programs and human services when we are spending trillions of dollars on an almost decade long war abroad? 

· Would you vote to reverse the Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans & to impose a financial responsibility fee on banks and/or a tax on financial transactions to compensate taxpayers for the Wall Street bailout?
Immigration Reform

The immigration system is badly broken. We see piecemeal and devastating legislation coming out of Arizona and out of individual counties here in Oregon that do not solve the problem and actually make things worse for Latino and immigrant families. We need Just and Humane Immigration Reform that represents a workable solution that moves our country forward and acts on our shared values.
· Do you support Comprehensive Immigration Reform that includes family reunification and a path towards citizenship for the undocumented immigrants in our communities?  
Peace

We need to be funding our human needs and social services here at home.  Last week, the house approved a bill setting aside over $600 billion dollars for military spending.  We must redirect that money towards our communities that so desperately need it.

· It is past time to get out of Iraq and Afghanistan.  Ongoing war is bad for national security, bad for our troops, and does not measure up to our country’s democratic values.How are you working to stop spending trillions of dollars on wars abroad and fund human needs and economic development here at home? 

